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of furthering by violence the cause of the Fatimids in the
East.45

It was also about this time that the Jews in Kurdistan
produced their pseudo-Messiah, Alroy Daud; who was the
subject of a well-known novel by Lord Beaconsfield, There
are many legends about him but all agree that he was event-
ually assassinated.

A last, ineffectual attempt to restore the Caliphate was
made by Al-Nasir. He received some support from Salah-ad-
Din the * Simple Kurd', known and feared by the Crusaders
as Saladin. It was at this time also that an Arab order of
chivalry called ' Futuwah' was founded, and had some
success. Nasir also built the Talisman Gate in the new wall of
Baghdad-East, with its fine inscription, which survived until
1917 when it was destroyed by an explosion. The contem-
porary Arab writer Ibn Jubayr gives a detailed and interesting
description of the whole city and its buildings at this time,

Three years after Mustansir became Caliph, the death
occurred in the remote east of Jenghis Khan, the great Mongol
leader. In the heart of central Asia Jenghis Khan had welded
together a group of fiercely independent tribes into a magni-
ficent war-machine, which was destined to lay waste the
whole of western Asia, and even threaten Europe. He left
a son called Ogotai, who, after the formality of forty days'
modest hesitation, was installed as Khakan, or supreme ruler
of the Mongols. Ogotai had no difficulty in sweeping away
the petty princes of Persia, and almost at once descended on
Iraq, capturing successively Mardiii, Nisibin and Mosul. After
this he had a temporary setback, when his troops were defeated
by a Caliphal force at Jebel Hamrin, but for several years
afterwards continued to make repeated raids southwards.
When the state of insecurity became unbearable, the Caliph,
who was about to make the pilgrimage, called the Ulema and
asked whether they did not think it would be better to spend
the money in making war on the infidel. When they agreed,
he, declared jihad. The usual enthusiasm was aroused in
Baghdad, and {elderly grandees and doctors of law could
be seen every day on the desert outside the city encouraging
the troops and joining in their exercises *.46 So much expen-
diture oj: effort seems to have had some initial success, for
the Mongol threat was again temporarily averted. By the